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JAPOLOGY 


FON IH: 


Preſent Church of England, &c. 


REVEREND SIR, 


As perhaps you, and I may differ 
> widely in our Concluſions, I am 
the more deſirous, that we ſhould. 
agree on certain Points at firſt ſet- 
ting out. To this End I have ſe- 
lected two Poſtulata to begin my Letter, 
which I hope, and believe you will not contro- 
vert. 


Mx firſt is, That all Societies muſt have ſome 
common Center of Union, and be governed 
A 2 by 


4 
by ſome Rule either expreſſed, or implied, 
written, or traditionary. 


AnD the ſecond, That thoſe Perſons, who 
are admitted Members of ſuch Societies, and 
more eſpecially thoſe who propoſe themſelves 
to be Candidates for Offices, and honourable 
Diſtinctions in the ſame, are to be ſuppoſed to 
approve of this Rule in the main, and this 


Center of Union, whatever it may happen to 
8. - 


From both which Poſtulata I am led to in- 
fer, That the more important the Ends and 
Ules of any Society are ſuppoſed to be, the 
ſooner, generally ſpeaking, will ſuch an Inſti- 
tution arrive at an Acquiſition of temporal Poſ- 
{eſſions.---I ſay, this is an Inference, which ſeems 
to be a natural, and neceſſary Corollary from 
the foregoing Poſtulata, For divers Perſons, 
either in their Life-time, or at their Deceaſe, will 
think it expedient, out of a Principle of Zeal, 
of Emulation, or perhaps from leſs laudable 
Motives, to ſubſcribe Sums of Money, or to 
give Lands, or leave Legacies for the Support, 
and Encouragement of ſuch an important Inſti- 
tution. Nor is it in the Power of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, even where he diſapproves of theſe Be- 
nefactions, totally to prevent them. Indeed 
a continued Perſecution may go a great Way 
towards ſtopping the Current of ſuch Dona- 

tions, 


ms 


tions, or Bequeſts I ſay, a continued Perſe- 
cution ; for an occaſional one will rather pro- 
mote, than reſtrain them, by inflaming the 
Zeal of the Perſecuted, and by raiſing the Sen- 
ſations of Pity in the Breaſts of other Men. 
Allo a very ſtrict Law of Mortmain may ob- 
ſtruct the Diſpoſal of Lands for ſuch Uſes, or 
may take away thoſe Eſtates that are already 
given. 


Bur after all, Ways and Means will be 
found out in a Courſe of Years, it Zeal ſhould 
continue ſtrong, and if Numbers encreaſe, and 
Wealth be not wanting, to compats the End in- 
tended to a great Degree. Moreover, in all free 
Countries, where the People are governed by 
known and eſtabliſhed Laws, it is morally im- 
poſſible to prevent the Subject from diſpoſing 
of his Property, as his Judgement, and Con— 
ſcience ſhall direct. For as he previouſly 
knows, what the Laws in being are, and as he 
has no juſt Reaſon to think, that the State will 
enact a particular Law ex peſt ſactlo, meerly 
to diſannul what he ſhall wiſh to have done, — 
he has no other Difficulty to encounter, than 
that of eluding the Letter of the general prohi- 
bitory Law, by ſome oblique Method of Pro- 
cedure. And in all Countries, the expert 
Practitioners in the Law will ſupply him with 
a ſufficient Number of cluſory Forms. 


Hence 
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Hence therefore it is evident, that civil 
Eſtabliſhments may be formed without the 
Intervention of the Legiſlature ;---I had almoſt 
ſaid, contrary to their known Judgment, bur 
certainly without their expreſs Conſent, ' and 
even without Letters patent of Incorporation. 
For to go no farther for Proofs, almoſt all 
the modern Hoſpitals and Infirmaries are thus 
eſtabliſhed. And were we to examine the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Hiſtory of various Countries, more 
eſpecially of our own, we ſhould find, that divers 
Eſtabliſhments have taken Place for the Support 
of divers Sects at a Time when the Legiſlature 
gave no Manner of Countenance to ſuch In- 
ſtitutions. Particularly it is obſervable, that 
during the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and of 
the Stuarts, the Diſſenters in general laboured 
under grievous Perſecutions: And yet that 
Circumſtance did not hinder them from eſta- 
bliſhing conſiderable Funds for the Support 
of thoſe Miniſters, who ſuffered for Conſcience- 
Sake. Again: Such diſſenting Congregati— 
ons, whoſe Paſtors do not ſubſcribe at preſent 
to Thirty ſix out of the Thirty nine Articles 
of Religion, and likewiſe to a Part of the 
Twentieth, That is, who do not ſubmit to 
the Terms required by the Act of Toleration,--- 
are {till liable to the ſame penal Laws, which 
were enacted during the perſecuting Reigns 
of the Tudors, and of the Stuarts. And the 


non-ſubſcribing Miniſters are more in Number 
than 


CEP) 


than the Subſcribers, by at leaſt three to one. 
Yet any Bequeſt 1s as valid to the former of 
theſe, as to the latter: Nor will the Truitecs 
for the annual Intereſt of Sums of Money, or 
for the Rent of Lands, given before the Com- 
mencement of the laſt mortmain Act, find any 
Difficulty in collecting the reſpective Reve- 
nues, on account of the Omiſſion of Sub- 
{cribing ;---or of applying them afterwards, 
as Stipends for the Maintenance of ſuch non- 
conforming Miniſters. 


IT is therefore a ſtrange Diſpute, to ſay nc 
worſe, which hath often been railed, anc. 
which ſome of your Friends have lately re- 
vived with great Warmth, about the Grounds 
and Reaſons of religious Eſtabliſhments ;---Or, 
in other Words, about the Reaſonableneſs, or 
Expedieney of aſſigning any Funds of tem- 
poral Poſſeſſions for the Support of a Church. 
For all religious Sects in a Land of Li- 
berty, will, in Proceſs of Time, naturally and 
neceſſarily eſtabliſh themſelves, in Propor- 
tion to their Zeal, their Numbers, and their 
Abilities. Nor can this be avoided without 
a total Deſtruction of that Liberty, of which 
we lo often make our Boaſt. Indeed one Sect 
may get the Lead, either thro? it's own intrinſic 
Merit, the ſuperior Zeal, the Numbers, or 


| Rank of its Votaries, or thro' the Favour of 


Government 
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Government, and the Influence of the ruling 
Powers. But all the Sects (except perhaps 
the Quakers, if even they are to be excepted) 
will have this in common with it; That their 
Miniſters and Paſtors are to be ſupported 
either by the voluntary Contributions of the 
Living, by the Legacies of the Dead, or by 
both together. And therefore the whole Diffe- 
rence between each of theſe Sects and the lead- 
ing Society, as far as the preſent Point is 
coneerned, amounts to no more than this, vig. 
That the leading Sect has larger Appointments, 
and more permanent Donations, generally 
ſpeaking, than the others have. Nay further, 
thoſe permanent Donations which ariſe from the 
Profits of Lands, or Houſes, were originally 
no other than private Benefactions. For even 
Tithes themſelves, which now may be conſi- 
dered as a public, and a national Tax, were 
at firſt the mere private Gifts of Individuals 3 
The Proprietors of Lands, and Lords of Ma- 
nors, ſome ſooner, and ſome later, having 
given in Perpetuity the tenth Part of the Pro- 
duce of their Grounds, and the Increaſe ot 
their Flocks, Sc. to the Support, and Main- 
tenance of a parochial Miniſtry. So that in 
Fact, the preſent compullory Laws for the 
Payment of Tithes, are of the ſame Nature as 
thoſe for the Payment of Rent ;---Tithes being 


nothing more than a Rent-Charge upon an 
Eſtate 


19 1 


Eſtate made by him, who was the Owner of it. 
And when ſome of theſe Tithe- Revenues ac- 
tually eſcheated (and indeed all of them might 
be conſidered as eſcheated) to the Crown, (that 


is to the Public repreſented by the Crown) by 
the Downfal and Abolition of Popery, a great 
Part of them were afterwards regranted, in 
Effect, for the Support and Eſtabliſhment of 
a Proteſtant Church of England. 

Bur this is not all :---For you know, Sir, 
it hath been further advanced by fome of your 
Friends,---That no one religious Sect ought to 
be eſtabliſhed in Preference to another. Now, 
if this means any Thing, 1t muſt be this :--- 
Either that no Gift whatever, temporary or per- 
manent, ſhould be made to that Society, which 
hach the Promotion of Religion and Virtue 
for it's End and Object; and that in Order 
to prevent iuch Gifts being made, all Societies 
of this kind ſhall be ſubject to perpetual Per- 
ecution :---Or cite, if any Individual ſhould 
1ave Zeal enough to make a Donation to one 
of tnele religious Societies, other Individuals 
muſt be found out, or, if they cannot he found, 
the Public itſelf muſt make it up to all the reſt; 
---1n Order that the Parity of Rank, and Fqua— 
lity of Condition may be {till preferved among 
them, and that the dreaded Aſcendency of one 
over the reſt may be prevented. Now, whe- 
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ther the Impiety and Cruelty of the former of 
theſe Notions,---or the Abſurdity of the latter, 
is the greater, is hard to ſay. But ſuffice it to 
obſerve, That they are both as irrational in 
Theory, as impracticable in Fact. 


Nor will it mend the Matter to alledge, 
that too much may be beſtowed upon theſe re- 
ligious Inſtitutions : -And particularly, that 
the Quantity of Land may be ſo great, as to 
cauſe Inconveniences to Commerce, and even 
Dangers to the State. For tho' all this may be 
true, yet it is a Truth that doth not affect a 
religious Society merely as ſuch : Becaule the like 
Charge may be brought againſt Lands or Houſes 
given in Mortmain to any other Society, Civil, 
Military, or Literary, as well as to Religious, — 
F given to Exceſs. And therefore the Extent 
or Grandeur of the Eſtabliſhment is a diſtinct 
Conſideration, and entirely out of the preſent 
Queſtion. Indeed it muſt be allowed, that all 
ſuch Endowments may poſſibly, in Time, be- 
come exceſſive. But then it ought to be ob- 
ſerved, that every State hath an effectual Cure 
for the paſt, and a preventive Remedy for the 
future in its own Hands, to be applied as 
Occaſion ſhall require, 


Howrvrk, as I now ſtand upon that very 
Spot of Ground, which the Adverſary fancies 
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to be in a Manner his own, and from 
whence he thinks he can make his Attacks with 
the greateſt Succeſs; I will give him every Ad- 
vantage he wiſhes to enjoy ;---and yet will not 
decline the Combat. Firſt therefore, I do aſſert, 
that as the eſtabliſhing of Religious Societies 
is unavoidable in one Degree, or other, it be- 
comes the Duty of the public Magiſtrate to 
give the Preference to that Society, which 
upon Compariſon with others, ſhall appear to 
his own Judgement and Conlcience to be 
the beſt, and moſt deſerving ;---and conſe- 
quently the fitteſt to aſſiſt him in the Admi- 
niſtration of a rational, equal, and juſt Plan 
of civil Government. Secondly, it is both his 
Duty and his Intereſt to ſupport and encourage 
the Miniſters of it to a certain Degree: That 
is, to ſuch a Degree only as ſhall elevate them 
above the Contempt of the Vulgar, without ex- 
citing the Envy of the Great. And Thirdly, 
as to all thoſe other Sects, or Parties in Reli— 
gion, which may happen to exiſt within the 
Boundaries of his State, it is moſt certainly 
his Duty, and evidently his Intereſt to tolerate 
and protect them all, as far as a Regard 
to good Morals, and the Safety of the State 
can poſſibly admit. In Relpect to which latter 
Circumſtance, viz. the Safety of the State, 1 
cannot but declare my entire Approbation of 
that generous Sentiment, which I have ſome- 
Where read in the Writings (for I quote only 
2 from 
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from Memory) of the late learned Doctor Dod 
amdge of Northampton, to this Effect, viz. That 
in deducing bad, or dangerous Conſequences 
from the irrational Tenets of any Sect, the 
Magittrate ought to make great Allowance, 
and not to proceed from Principle to conſe— 
quence by a Chain of Syllogiſms. For few 
Sectaries, if any, will allow, or even believe, 
that ſuch dangerous Concluſions can be drawn 
trom their Principles, as others draw. And 
therefore, as they do not ſee thoſe Evils which 
are objected to their Syſtem, they ought not 
to be perſonally charged with them. Nay more, 
granting that they did fee, and acknowledge 
ſuch ſtrange Conſequences, yet as the very 
Abſurdity of thoſe Tenets would blaſt their 
Reputation, and ſoon prove their Ruin zit 
would, perhaps, be better upon the whole for 
the Magiſtrate to permit theſe Reveries to die 
their own natural Death, than to put them to 
a violent one: And it would be Time enough 
for him to draw the Sword of Juſtice againſt 
the Defenders of ſuch Notions, when ſome In- 
ſurrection, or public Diſturbance ſhould actu- 
ally ariſe from them. 


Now ſuch a Conduct is generous and wile, 
as well as benevolent; keeping a due Medium 
between a Spirit of Bigotry and Perlecution on 
the one Hand, and the Indiſſerence of a Scep- 
tic on the other. 
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WHEREAS to ſuppoſe, that the civil Ma- 
giſtrate either is, or ought to be totally de- 
void of all religious Sentiments, neither enter- 
taining any Fear of God, nor any Hopes of his 
Favour ;---and therefore that fuch a Governor 
ought to act, as if no religious Syſtem whatever 
was worth protecting, much lels encouraging, 
is at leaſt to ſuppoſe, that he ought to be a 
very bad Man, in order to be a good Gover- 
nor. A Paradox this, which even in an Age 
very truitful of ſtrange Conceits, will hardly be 
able to paſs upon the World. But indeed, it 
we could even ſuppoſe, that this new-fangled 
civil Magiſtrate was juſt as devoid of all moral 
and religious Principles, as ſome Men would 
wiſh him to be, it doth not follow, that he 
would be fo totally indifferent in Regard to 
the Support, or Encouragement, which might 
be given to one Sect in Preference to another, as 
they expect. For after all, there are two other 
Motives, beſides Conſcience, which may power- 
fully influence his Conduct in this Reſpect, viz. 
Intereſt, and Fancy. It may be his Iereſt to 
promote one Sect preferably to another, upon 
various Accounts, lome of a public, and others 
of a private Nature. And his Fanq allo may 
{way him to ſhew a Partiality to ſome one par- 
ticular Sect, and to make that his Favourite. 
So that upon the whole, they who wiſh to ſee a 
Magiſtrate wirhout any Religion, in Order 
| that 
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that no religious Sect might be eſtabliſhed, 
would get but a little Way forward, even if 
they could obtain this Point ;---unleſs they 
could diveſt him likewiſe of every Senſe and 
Feeling ariſing from his own Inclination, or 
his own Intereſt. | 


AnD now, Sir, as, I hope, you will allow, that 
we have ſuthciently diſcuſſed the Point relating 
to Church- Revenues, or Church- Eſtabliſhments ;--- 
Let us procecd to another, viz. to the Conſi- 
deration of that Poſtulatum, with which we 
firſt ſet out, viz. © That all Societies muſt 
„ have ſome common Center of Union, and 
„ muſt be governed by ſome Rule either ex- 
« preſſed or implied, written or traditionary.” 
And I cannot fee, as I told you at the Begin- 
ning, how you can poſſibly deny this maxim. 
For a Society without any Rule, any Connecti- 
on, or any focial Bond, is, to my Apprehenſi- 
on, no Society at all. And yet, it you admit 
of ſuch Regulations, you mult likewiſe ad- 
mit of Creeds, Articles, and Subſcriptions, 
under ſome Shape or other, or of ſomething 
equivalent to them. For theſe are nothing elle 


but ſo many Rules of Conduct, and Centers of 
Union. 


Bur perhaps, you will ſay, - -and according 
to my poor Judgement, it is the only Thing 
you can fay, that you do not mean to object 
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to all Creeds, or to all Syſtems of Confeſſion, 
but only to ſome particular ones. Well, then, 
if this be the Cale, tell us plainly, and with- 
out Equivocation, what are thole Principles, 
to which you have no Objection. Sum them 
up, and reduce them into Order; to that at 
laſt we may have ſuch a Creed, or ſuch a Syſtem 
of Faith and Doctrines, conceived in poſitive, 
not in negative Terms, as you yourlelt do avow, 
and will defend. Will you, for example, be 
explicit on the tundamental Principles of natu- 
ral Religion, and on the diſtinguiſhing Articles 
of Revelation ? Or will you till entrench your- 
ſelf under the Cover of general Aſſertions, with- 
out explaining, or particularizing any Thing? 
If this latter be your Aim, it will amount to 
the ſame Thing, in the Judgement of all 
diſcerning Perſons, as if you had confeſſed, 
either that you had no Principles at all, or elſe, 
that they were of ſuch a Sort, as you did not 
wiſh to have dilcovered, even in this Land of 


Liberty. 


Pur therefore the Caſe, that you chuſe to 
form a Church, or religious Society, on the 
Principles of natural Religion only: I aſk 
what Human Creed, or what Syſtem of Faith 
would you wiſh to adopt on that Occaſion ?--- 
To ſay that every Perſon, who was to teach, or 
preſide in that Aſſembly, ſhouldengage, to teach 
nothing but what appeared to him to be true, ard 


agreeable 
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agreeable io right Reaſon, (which Words you 
know are a Parody on a favourite Expreſſion 
of yours relative to the Scriptures) is ſaying 
nothing to the Purpoſe : For all the different 
Sects that ever were, or ever will be in the 
World, might equally become the Members, 
and ſome of them even the Paſtors of ſuch a 
comprehenſive, ; latitudinarian Church. Nay, 
there is nothing in the Terms of this Engage- 
ment, which could exclude even an Atheiſt 
from inculcating his atheiſtical Doctrines pub- 
lickly in this religious Aſſembly. For even he 
could ſubſcribe to the Terms that were re- 
quired, as unfeignedly as the reſt, viz. That 
he would teach nothing but what appeared to 
him to be true, and agreeable to right Reaſon. 


IT is therefore at leaſt ſo far certain, That 
we mult advance one Step higher, and require 
an explicit Declaration of the Belief of a Gov. 
But here again, unleſs it be believed, That this 
God is a Preſider over human Affairs, and a 
Rewarder of thoſe that diligently ſeek him; it 
will be to no Purpoſe to require any Declarz- 
tion concerning his phyſical Exiftence. For a 
God without Care, or Concern for Religion 
and Virtue, who neither juſtifies the Righteous, 
nor condemns the Wicked, is, in a religious 
Senſe, no God at all. 


THERE- 
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THEREFORE two Points at leaſt mult be ad- 
mitted into the Creed of natural Religion, vi. 
That there is a God, -—and that he is a Re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeck him. But 
this Doctrine muſt lead ſtill further: For theſe 
two Points immediately beget two others, v72. 
Firſt, in what Manner, and by what Means 
are we to ſeek this rewarding God ? And Se- 
condly, at what Time, or in which State of 
our Exiſtence are we to believe, that he will 
actually, and finally reward thoſe, who dili— 
gently ſeek his Favour, and Protection in the 
Manner they ought to ſcek them? 


In Reſpect to the firſt Head, there is a 
Neceſſity that the Creed ſhould be very expli- 
cit, becauſe various, contradictory, and moſt 
irrational have frequently been the Methods 
of ſceking to pleaſe the Creator of the World, 
and the Governor of Mankind. Nay, the 
popular Religions of the Greeks and Romans, 
of the Syrians, Egyptians, the Medes and Per- 
frans, and of all the Nations of Antiquity, ex- 
cepting the Jets, were not only very fooliſh 
and abſurd, but alſo abominably wicked and im- 
moral. And the very beſt religious Syſtems 
of the Gentiles of this Day, throughout every 
Part of the Globe, are fo unworthy of a rational 
Service either for God to require, or Man to 


pay, and have ſo little of true Repentance, 
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and Amendment of Life in their Compoſition, 
that one may venture to pronounce, there is a 
more excellent Way of gaining the divine 
Favour, than ever was, or is to be found 
among all the Nations of the Centile World. 


Mok OVER, if there be a ſupreme Being, —— 
the Rewarder of thole who diligently ſcek 
him ;---and if we are to teek his Favour and 
Reconciliation in a proper Manner, by diſplay- 
ing his Glory, and by diffuiing Peace on 
Earth, and Good-Will among his Creatures 
(which I take for granted is the Caſe) then 
the Creed of Nature is not fo extremely ſhort 
and conciſe, as ſome Perſons have cholen to 
repreſent it. But, lengthened as 1t 1s, 1t ends 
not here: For in the next Place we are to en- 
quire, when, or at what Period of our Exiſtence, 
is this Reward to take Place? A certain Fact 
it is, according to the moſt accurate Obſerva- 
tions both, of antient, and modern Times, that 
the preſent Scene of Things is not the Scene 
for complete and adequate Diſtribution. There- 
fore there mult be a future State to ſettle and 
adjult che preſent manifeſt Inequalities. 


Tuus at laſt, we have come to four gene- 
ral Points in the Creed of Nature, viz. The 
Belief of a God,---of a Providence,---of the 
Difference between Good and Evil,---and of a 
future State of Retribution, I call theſe general 


Points. 
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Points, becauſe they muſt belong univerſally to 


all Churches founded, or ſuppoſed to be tound- 
ed, on the Baſis of natural Religion. 


Bur farther ſtill:- Fach of theſe general 
Points may, and muſt be divided, and ſubdivided 
into particular ones, if Occafion ſhall ſo require. 
Thus for Example; ſuppole ſome wrong-headed 
metaphyſical Genius ſhould ſtart an Opinion of 
the Selt-exiſtence of two ſovereign, almighty, 
and independent Principles, the one the Author 
of all Good, and the other of all Evil, in the 
World :---And that this conceited Genius, being 
likewiſe a moſt conſequential Reaſoner, ſhould 
maintain, That we mult worſhip the Good Being 
out of Love, and therefore do all the Good we 
can to pleaſe him z but that we muſt worſhip | 
the Evil Being through Fear, and ſtrive to 
pleaſe him allo by a quite contrary Behaviour, 
Now I aſk, Sir, will that general l'erſuaſion of 
the Belicf of a God, be a {ufficient Feſt in fuch 
a Caſe as this ?---Surely no: And yet this very 
Caſe, viz. The Notion of two almighty, inde- 


pendent Principles, the one good, and the other 


evil, hath more than once prevailed a great deal 
both in the Heathen, and in the Chriſtian World. 
Much more might be added to the ſame Egect 
concerning the Nature, and the Laws of Provi- 
dence,- -of moral Obligation, and of a future 
State :---Bur I forbear. You, and the reſt of 
| C2 my 
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my learned Readers, know too well, that I may 
procure Materials more than enough to furniſh 
long Diſſertations on each of theſe Articles : And 
as to the unlearned, they need not be informed 
of all the nonſenſical, or all the miſchievous 
Opinions, that from Time to Time have found 
too much Encouragement from the Corruptions, 
Paſſions, Conceitedneſs, and Blindneſs of human 
Nature. 


WUrIRTToRF the whole that I have to ſay on 


the preſent Subject may thus be briefly ſummed - 


up, viz. That even according to the Principles 
of natural Religion, there muſt be a Creed, or 
Confeſſion of Faith either openly declared, or 
tacitly implied; and that this Creed muſt con- 
fiſt of at leaſt four general Articles ;---more- 
over that certain extraordinary Occaſions may 
occur, when each of theſe muſt be divided, and 
ſubdivided into others.---So that in Fact the ſame 
Creed of natural Religion becomes either ſhor- 
ter, or longer as Circumſtances ſhall vary. In 
Times of great Simplicity, or after the metaphyſi- 
cal Fallacies of former Ages are happily forgot, 
the ſhorter this Creed in Reaſon, ſo much the 
better. But when the Sophiſtry and Chicane 
of wrangling Diſputants, or of perverſe, con- 
ceited Philoſophers, have rendered ineffectual 
this ſhort and comprehenſive Creed, Recourſe 
muſt.then be had to farther Explanations, and 

more 
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more exact Definitions. Juſt as later Acts of 
Parliament are made to explain, ſtrengthen, and 
enforce the preceding; after the Frauds, and 
Juggles, and Impoſitions of diſhoneſt, crafty 
Men have eluded the plain Meaning and Inten- 
tion of the original Law. 


Come we now therefore to conſider the Caſe 
of the Goſpel. —And what is there in the whole 
Syſtem of Revelation, that either forbids, or 
diſcountenances the Uſe of Creeds, and Con- 
feſſions of Faith? Nay, how comes it paſs, that 
that Method for the Prevention of Error, which 
is fo plainly a Duty, according to the beſt Light 
of Nature, is converted into a Crime, if practiſed 
under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel? And is 
it thus, after all, that you ſhew your peculiar 
Regard to the Duties of natural, and perpetual 
Obligation ? Or, that you wiſh to reconcile the 
Declarations of Holy Writ with the Dictates of 
right Reaſon ? Both Reaſon and Revelation cry 
aloud, that we mult contend carneſtly for the 


Faith: -For the Faith of natural Religion in 


the one Cale, and of both natural and revealed 
in the other. Nay more, the Commands of 
Scripture plainly refer to ſome certain Compen- 
dium of the Golpel, that is, to ſome particular 
Creed, or Confeſſion of Faith, whatever it was, 
which was once delivered to the Saints. For evi- 
dent it is, that when Saint Jude uſed theſe 

. Words, 


22] 

Words, the Faith delivered to the Saints, he could 
not poſſibly mean the Goſpel at large, or all the 
Books of the New Teſtament ; I ſay, evident it 
is, as for other Reaſons, ſo particularly for the 
four following, viz. 1/t. Becauſe all the Books 
of the New Teſtament were not then compiled 
when he wrote his Epiſtle : 24h. Becauſe, ſome 
of thoſe, which were indeed then extant, were 
not univerſally admitted at that Time into the 
Canon of the New Teſtament: And, 34ly. Be- 
cauſe it cannot be ſuppoſed, that when the 
Apoſtles and firſt Miſſionaries preached the 
Goſpel in different Parts of the Earth, and fled 
from City to City, they carried Numbers of 
Copies along with them of all the Manuſcript 
Books then in being, and left a Copy at each 
Place, where they ſtopped, and made Converts: 
Nay, 4t/ly. Granting for Argument's Sake, tha: 
they even did this (which is by no Means proba 
ble) it is a&/olutely incredible, that they delivered 
a Manuſcript Copy to each Proſelyte, when 
Tranſcribing was ſo tedious, when Manuſcript: 
were ſo exceſſively dear, and the Art of Printins 
not diſcovered ;---or that each Profelyte coul 
have been able to read the Writing, had it been 
delivered. Therefore the only practicable Me- 
thod left them to purſue, was that which th: 
Apoſtle tells us, they did purſue, viz. To in{tru-. 
their Converts in the general Principles of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and to teach them a Com- 
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pendium of the Chriſtian Faith : Which Com- 
pendium is only another Name tor a Creed. 


« Bur Creeds, you ſay, eſpecially modern 

&« (reeds, are compoſed by fallible Men; whereas 
« the Scriptures are the Words of the intallible 
« God,”---Granted: But the original Scriptures 
themſelves were tranſcribed by antient fallible Co- 
pyiſts ; and they are now printed by modern and 
fallible Printers. They were likewiſe tranſlated 
by modern and tallible Tranſlators: This Trant- 
lation was enjoined to be publickly uled by a 
modern and fallible Authority; and the ſeveral 
Copies of it now in Uſe were printed by a Set of 
Printers {till more modern, and not one Jot 
more infallible. So that if Fallibility alone 
(for we are not here diſcuſſing the different De- 
grees of Fallibility, to which different Caſes | 
may be ſubject) but if mere Fallibility,-- or, if 
you pleale, * if the bare Poſſibility of making a 
Miſtake, 
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The true Diſtinction to be made between Scriptures, 
and Creeds in this Caſe is the lollowing, Viz. The Scrip- 
tures are infallible in their Source, but tallible in their De- 
ſcent; that 1s, the ſeveral Copyiſts, Editors, 'Tranſlators, 
and Interpreters of them may make Miſtakes. Whereas 
Creeds are fallible both in their Source, and in their De- 
ſcent. But abſolute Infallibility, in the Senſe above ex- 
plained, belong to neither: Nor is this Diflin&ion appli- 
cable to the Cafe of Revelation only. For the very {ame 
Diſtinction ought always to be made between perfect Reaſon 
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Miſtake, is to be deemed a ſufficient Reaſon for 
rejecting the Uſe of Creeds it will then ne. 
ceſſarily follow, that both the original Greek, 
and Hebrew Scriptures, and the ſeveral Tranſ- 
lations of them muſt be rejected likewiſe. And 
the Objection will never ceaſe, till it hath 
ended either in univerſal Scepticiſm on one 
Extreme, or an infallible Pope on the other. 


Bes1Des ;z---permit me to aſk, is the Creed, 
or Confeſſion of Faith, to which you object, 
becauſe compoſed by fallible Men ; (what- 
ever it be)---1s it true, or falſe in itſelf? It 
it be true, it contains a Scripture-Meaning, 
upon a Suppoſition, that the Scriptures are the 
Truth of God ;---tho* perhaps, the very iden- 
tical Phraſes are not to be found in the Scrip- 
ture. But on the other hand, if you can 
prove it to be falſe, and contrary to Scrip- 
ture. What Need of further Controverſy ? 
For we are both agreed, that a falſe, or an un- 
ſcriptural Creed is not to be defended. Once 
more, ſuppole, that a Creed was compoled of, 
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as ſubſiſting in the Divine Mind, and the imperfe&# Por- 

tions of it, which are from thence derived down to us. 

In one Word, the Imperfections of our preſent State are the 

Lot of Human Nature: And it is every Man's Duty to make 

the beſt of his Condition, and improve his own Talent, as 
much as he can, without expecting Impoſlibilities. 
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and expreſſed altogether in Scripture Language; 
but that theſe Words and Phraſes were per— 
verted from the true and genuine Scripture - 
Meaning ;---which Circumſtance, you will atlow 
at leaſt to be peſible: Is the Creed a Whit 
the Better, or the more Scriptural on that Ac- 
count? And mult this Angel of Darknels be 
received by us as an Angel of Light, merely bc- 
cauſe of his hypocritical Garb, and deccittul 
Appearance ? Surely, no: For the Doctrine 
is falſe, and the Senſe muſt be bad and impi— 
ous, tho" the Words and Phraics may carry 
a ſceming good, and pious Sound. 


However, you will here, I know, reply. 
4 have a Right to follow the Dictates of my 
* own Judgment, without being controule« 
„by any Man. And therefore, it you require 
„ tuch Terms of Communion from ine, as you 
know I ought not in Conſcience to comply 
with, you are guilty of an Injury done to me in 
particular, and you attempt to invade the 
general Rights of other Chriſtians: You fall 
off trom the great Proteſtant Principle of 
„Liberty of Conſcience; and you relapſe 
into one of the very worſt Stages: of Popiſh 
„ Dilorders.” 


T . f 
Nay, but O Man! thou art inexculable, 
whoever thou art that judgeſt, for wherein 
D | thou 
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thou judgeſt another, thou condemneſt thy- 
ſelf : For thou that judgeſt, doſt the ſame 
Thing. The Rights of private Judgment 
are no excluſive Property: they belong not to 
thee alone, but are the common Privileges of 
all Mankind. Therefore do not maintain thine, 
own Right in ſuch a Manner, as ſhall be inju- 
rious to the Rights of other Men. Every Duty 
hath its proper Bounds and Limits: And it is 
impoſſible, that one fundamental Obligation 
ſhould deſtroy, or annihilate another. 


To make this important Caſe the plainer, 
let us have Recourſe to the firſt Principles of 
Society, and to the great Out-lines of Human 
Conduct. Suppoſe therefore, that the Briti/h 
Iſlands were, what the Antients imagined 
them to be, a World within themſelves; and 


that the Inhabitants were deſirous of forming | 


themſelves into different religious Societies, 
according to their different Perſwaſions, and 
Modes of thinking : Let the given Number 


be about 10,000; * and let Half of theſe, 
VIZ. 
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A captious Diſputant might here object, that this is 
ſuppoſing a Caſe, which hath never happened. I grant it : 
Nor was there ever a Time mentioned in Hiſtory, when 
Mankind actually aſſembled together in Order to form 
the original civil Compact between Prince and People. 
And yet every Friend to rational Liberty, and K. 
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viz. 5,000 be ſuppoſed to be ſo happy, as 
to have their private Judgments to agree to- 
gether, and to co-incide 1n the Senle of thoſe 
Parts of Scripture, which treat of the capital 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity.---In Conſequence of 
this Coalition of Judgments, and Junction of 
Opinions, their Leaders, and thoſe in whom they 
repoſe molt Confidence, form a Plan of Church- 
Government, fix on Articles of Belief, and 
Rules of Aſſociation, and reduce theſe Agree- 
ments into Writing, by the Conſent, and with 
the Approbation of the reſt. Others, who do 
not approve of the Terms of this Union, and 
think differently from the main Body, form 
ſmaller Societies on different Plans: And 
ſome few, perhaps, not ſatisfied with thoſe al- 
ready exiſting, will neither enter into ſuch 
as are already formed, nor yet form new 
ones of their own, but chuſe to remain in a 
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Writer on the Nature of a free and limited Government 
deduces all his Arguments from this very Principle of a 
ſocial Compact being entered into between the Governors, 
and Governed. juſt ſo, a Church, or religious Society, 
may be ſuppoſed to be formed : And whether the Indivi- 
duals originally met together to form this Aſſociation, and 
to build up one another in their holy Faith ;---or whether 
they were gradually converted by the Preaching of others, 
acquieſced in, and approved of that Form of Church Go- 
vernment, and thoſe Articles of Belief, Rules, and Litur- 
gies, which they found ready to their Hands, -h Con- 
Sequence is juſt the ſame. | 
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Rind of Neutrality, and Independence. The 
Sect which is moſt numerous, and wealthy, vi. 
the 5,000, can aftord to give its Officers, and 
Muniters larger Salaries, and better Appoint- 
ments, than the {maller Societies are able to do. 
Tins Cireumitance becomes a Temptation to 
ieveral, who do not in their Hearts approve of 
the Terms of the Union, (and perhaps would 
rejoice at the Deſtruction of it) to wiſh never- 
theleis to partake of its Emoluments. And 
therefore, fome of theſe act the Part of Hypo- 
crites, pretending to conform outwardly, tho' 
with inward Sentiments, and ſecret Delires very 
averſe and hoſtile. Others again, endeavour 
to perſuade the Members of this leading Society 
to alter their Plan, and to render it more con— 
formable to what they think to be juſt, and 
right. "The firſt of theſe, vig. the Hypocrites 
cannot be vindicated on any Pretence whatever 
And as to the ſecond. Claſs, if they can ſuc- 
ceed by Means of Perſwaſion, and if they can 
convert the Majority to their own Opinion; ai! 
is well, and fair.---But if not; what Right hat! 
either Claſs to complain of this Aſſociation o. 
the 5,000, as an Injury done to hem, which, a. 
the molt is only the innocent Caule of a Mistor- 
tune attending their Caſe ?---They, the Minor 
ty, lurely act moſt unreaſonably in pouring tort: 
any ſuch Complaints; becauſe the great Soc! 
ety mutt have at leaſt as good a Right to the 

Exerci: 
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Exercite of their own private Judgement, as the 
leſſer Society, or as a few ſcattered Individu- 
can have to theirs. And it in the Exercite of 


this Right, the 5,000, ſhould diſpoſe only of 


their own Property, according to the beſt of 
their Skill, and Judgment ;---why muſt they 
be cenſured * Nay, ought they not to have 


been greatly, and detervedly cenſured, had 


they acted otherwile ? 


LET now the Plea of the Right of private 
Judgment have its full Force : And then tell 
me, on which Side doth it conclude the ſtrongeſt? 
Surely no Man can heſitate : For the Queſtion 
anſwers itlelf. Nor is there, in my humble Opi— 
nion, any Argument but one to be urged in 
Arreſt of Judgment: And that is this, © That 
ein all Caſes whatever, where Conceſſions may 


& be made with a ſafe Conſcience, and without 


Danger, there the Majority 6ught to make 
© them, tor the Sake of removing a Stumbling- 
& Block out of the Way of a weak Brother :--- 
„And moreover, to give a convincing Proof, 
that no Danger can attend the Alteration here 
&- defired, vg. the aboliſhing Articles and Sub- 
e {criptions, the Caſe of the Church of. Geneva 
* may be appcaled to :---A Church, which hath, 
for many Years paſt, removed all thele Stum- 
* bling-Blocks, and Rocks of Offence, without 
having experienced any Inconvenience what- 
ever.“ N ow 
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Now, in anſwer to this Argument, which [ 
know is thought to be unanſwerable by ſome 
Perſons, I ſhall beg Leave to obſerve, that the 
firſt Part of it is by no Means certain ;---that 
another Part of it is not fairly ſtated ;---and that 
the laſt, viz. the Article of Geneva is not true. 


Ir is by no Means clear and certain, that all 


the Conceſſions now required, and according to 


the ſtrange Manner of requiring them, can be 
made without imminent Danger to the whole 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution :---And to ſuppoſe the 
contrary, is to beg the Queſtion, inſtead of 
proving it. 


Traxx as to the ſecond Part, granting that 
weak Brethren on your Side ought to be grati- 
fied in theſe particular Caſes, where Conceſſions 
may be ſafely and innocently made: Vet ſurely 
a like Plea may be offered in Behalf of thoſe 
weak Brethren on our Side (and many, very 
many ſuch there are) who would tremble at the 
very Thoughts of making Innovations, tho' in 
Matters ever ſo ſlight, or ever ſo indifferent. 
And therefore, as there are weak Brethren on 
both Sides, what is to be done ?---The Cauſe of 
Truth, I will allow, eſpecially of weighty and 
important Truths, ought to be preferred to any 
ether Conſideration. But where that is not the 


Quel- 
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Queſtion ; and where the whole is ſuppoſed 
to turn upon Matters of mere Complaiſance, 
and Condeſcention, on which Side ought we to 
ſhew it ?---Suppoſing us to be ſo unhappily ſi- 
tuated, as not be able to pleaſe both. This is 
a Difficulty, which very frequently occurs in 
Practice: And I leave it to your own Skill and 
Judgment in Caſuiſtical Theology to give a 
Solution. 


LasTLy, as to the Caſe of the Church of Ge- 
neva :--- Without inſiſting on what Monſieur 
D' Alembert hath ſaid on this Article,---which, 
if true, would be itſelf an irrefragable Cbjec- 
tion againſt aboliſhing Subſcriptions, after the 
fatal Conſequences of ſuch a Precedent :---But 
waving that odious Topic, which, I am per- 
ſuaded, is very much exaggerated, if there be 
any Truth at all in it ;---I will take another 
Courle ;---and when I have done; you are wel- 
come to make the moſt of ſuch an Example, 
if you can think it will be at all in your Favour, 


By Way therefore of Preliminary, I would 
beg Leave to obſerve, that it doth not follow, 
that at Syſtem, which might comport well 
enough with the Circumſtances of the little 
State of Geneva, would be proper for ſo large 
an Empire as the Bzitiſh. Small Societies have 


Ways 
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Ways and Means of keeping up Regularity and 


Order, and of enforcing Diſcipline, which are 


not practicable in greater Communities. Gene. 
da itſelf furniſhes a ſtrong Inſtance of this Kind; 
which I ſhall now mention. This Church hath 
indeed aboliſhed Subſcriptions, and Confeſſions 
of Faith in one Form, but ſhe ſtill retains them 
in another.--- 


For firſt, when the Candidates apply for Or 
ders, they undergo a very rigorous Examination 
before the Conſiſtory, that is, before the Pro. 
feſlors and Paſtors of the Republic. In which 
Examination two Points are more particularly 
inſiſted on, v2. Firſt, whether they, the Can 
didates, will take the Holy Scriptures for thei: 
only Guide, in Matters of Religion? And, 
ſecondly, Whether they underſtand theſe Scrip. 
tures in a found and falutary Senſe ? That! 
in fuch a Senſe as the Profeſſors and Paſto 
themſelves believe to be Orthodox and tru: 
For if any Senſe whatever was to be admitte: 
provided the Candidates made a general -\c 
knowledgment of the Truth and Sufficiency 
the Scriptures, and of their Intentions of takin! 
no other Guide,---why then any other Exan 
nation? And why all the Parade of ſuch a pub 
Trial, which is at laſt to anſwer, No Purpose 
Which therefore could neither recommend 0" 
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Candidate for his critical Skill and Learning, 
for his found Judgment, and orthodox Better 
nor yet could exclude another for his Iznorance, 
his Inſufficiency, his 
impious Heterodoxies, or his enchuſiaſtic 
Rants. 


ſuperſtitious Conceits; his 


Tur next Step, which the Con!i:tory takes, 
is to examine the Candidates in ieclellaſtical 
Hiltory. And the proicfled Intent of this U- 


amination is, to give each Candidate an Oppor- 


the falſe, the Wheat from the Tares, and the 
ſound Doctrines of the Golpel from the ſeve— 
ral Perverſions of it, by pointing our the Here- 
ſies, and Corruptions, which have ariſen in the 
Church from Time to Time. And that very 
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for the Abolition of Subſcriptions, was Iikewile 
the firſt to furniſh a Compendium of Eecle— 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory for this very Purpole: As he 


himſelf tells us in his Preface, 


Nay more, after the Candidates have an- 
ſwered to the Satisfaction of the Profeſſors, and 
Pa'tors, both in Reſpect to the Scriptures, 
and Eccleſiaſtical Hiltory, they are called to 
give a further Proof, both of their preſent Or- 
thodoxy, and of their Intentions in perſevering 
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in it. For when the Ordination-Charge is 
given, the Profeſſors, Paſtors, and Candidates, 
are aſſembled in the Town-Hall, which is like 
wiſe crouded with other Auditors, and Specta- 
tors, as may be imagined, on that Occaſion. 
And then the Preſident for the Week interro- 
gates them concerning their Intentions, and the 
lan of their future Conduct, with Regard 
both to Doctrines, and Morals, Faith, and 
Practice. And at the End of each Interro- 
cation, a folemn Pauſe being made, each Can- 
didate is required to expreſs his Approbation 
and Promiſe, by holding up his right Hand 
on high before this mixt Multitude. 


LasTLy, they have other Guards, and Cau- 
tions againſt falle Doctrines, which extend to 
the future Conduct of their Clergy. For they 
hold weexly Conſiſtoriecs, in which all. Ecclc- 

fiaſtical Cauſes are heard, and determined in 

ſpeedy and ſummary Manner. And there is 
lomething in the Conſtitution of this little Re- 
public, winch greatly facilitates the Detecti- 
on of Heterodox Opinions, when any of their 
Preachers {hall attempt to broach them. For 
tho* their City is divided into Pariſhes, like 
ours, yet their parochial Miniſters have no 
more to do with the Sunday's public Duty 0! 
their reſpective Pariſhes than any other Cler— 
gymen. And the Clergy themſelves ſettle the 
Lit 


E 
Liſt of Preachers for the next Suhday, and the 
enſuing Weck at thele weekly Conſiſtories: 
Which Liſt being immediately printed off, and 
carried to each Iouſholder throughout the 
Town, is hung up in ſome conſpicuous Place 
of the IIouſe for all the Family to fee. Con— 
ſequently, if any Preacher ſhould labour unde 
the Suſpicion of lowing Tares with the Wheat, 
the whole City have at once their Eyes upon 
him. And as every Perſon has a Right to in— 
form againſt the Do6MAT1ZER (for that is the 
Term by which he 15 to be firſt accuſed) at 
the next Conſiſtory-Day, the Matter will ſoon 
be brought to an Iſſue: And either an Acquit- 
tal, a Recantation,---a Suſpenſion, or Ba- 
niſhment from the Territories of the Republic, 
by Means of the Aid of the civil Magiſtrate, 
will probably take Place in the Courſe of a few 


Wecks. 


Is this the new Plan, which you are fo deſi- 
rous of recommending initead of our own? 
And were all Articles, and Subſcriptions to be 
aboliſhed, what great Degree of Liberty would 
you gain, while ſo many Checks and Reſtraints 
on modern Free-thinking, and fo many Guards 


and Cautions againſt propagating falſe Doctrines 


were {ubſtituted in their Place ? 
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Bor further,---it the Sas and Circumilancs 
of the Church of Geneva proves fo little appli- 
cahle to your Ii'rctenſions; can you point out 
a ſingle Inſtance in their Favour ? And do you 
know of any relipious Congregation either at 
Home, or Abroad, and of any Denon ation, 


where your Plan is practiſed to the full Extent 


of your Demand? your Plan of the Rights oi 
private judgment, as far as I, and others are 
able to unucriland it, is to the following EHect, 

«THAT every Perſon may commence a 
« Tcacher, and Inſtructor of others, however 
ignorant or unqualiſied, however wild or he- 


& terodox in his Notions, provided he will 
% but. acknowicuge the Truth, and. Sufii- 
© ciency of the SIPs and declare, tha: 


« he intends to make them the {ole Guide . 
„his Study, and Labours in the Miniſteria! 


& Pancluon :--- And METS that every 
Individual, after having given this Aſſurance, 


“ and s OY. mall be. at full Lit berty to in. 
e terpret the Scriptures to his Audience in what 
Manner, and to preach what Doctrines ſoever 
„ he ſhall ak beſt, without incurring any /:- 
« dicia! Cenſure, or Reprimand from his Super 
« ors, his Equals, or his Audience;---And that ii 
« he ſhall perſiſt in propagating ſuch Opinions, 


« as either his Supertors, his Equals, or his Au- 
% (ence 


to 


11 
« dence ſhall judge to be dangerous, and con- 
« trary to the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, he is 
& nevertheleſs to be continued in his Office 
| © of a public Teacher, without Moleſtation, 
« or Controul.” * 


THis, I lay, appears to us to be your pre- 
n ſent Plan: And till you ſhall have ſhewn the 
0 contrary z -that is, till you ſhall have given 
3 us thoſe Reſtrictions, and Limitations, which 
are to be incorporated with it till you ſhall 
have ſhewn what Examinations your Candi- 
dates are to paſs thro” at firit ;---and what Re- 
ſtraints are to be laid upon them afterwards ;-- 
i and laſtly, till you ſhall have enumerated ſome 
of thoſe Herefies, and falſe Doctrines, which 
you yourſelt will declare to be not admiſſible into 
1 your new-intended Church, we mult conclude, 
that we have underſtood you rightly ;---and that 
we have not, either thro' Ignorance, or Deſign 
miſrepreſented your real Meaning. 


7 Tuts therefore being the Caſe, I will now 
a aſl, where, and in what Congregation doth this 
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4.8 * The Author finds himſelf to be here miſtaken, as to 
oy the Terms Moleſtation, or Controul ;---and therefore refers 
a to his Poſtſcript for an Explanation. The real] 


octrine, and pra: ical Conſequences in both Caſes amount 
u- to the ſame. 


Ice FEET 


„ 
unbounded Latitude of interpreting the Scrip- 
tures actually take Place? And will you, for 
Example, make the firſt Experiment among a 
Congregation of Quakers;---who mult be allow- 
ed to be as comprehenſive as any? Will you 
therefore inſiſt on the Uſe and Importance of 
the two Sacraments in their Meeting, or Place 


of Worſhip ? This ſurely you might do with a 


ſincere C nſcience: And you might quote 
Texts of Scripture, not a few, in Confir ma- 
tion of it. But were you to make this the con- 
ſtant Topic of your Diſcourſe ;-- can you think 
that the Audience would expreſs an equal Ap- 
probation of this Doctrine of yours, as of their 
own? Nay, can you yourſelf imagine, but that 
they would take ſome Courſe, fooner, or later 
to reſtrain you from preaching at all among 
them? Doubtle$ they would.---Nor are they 
to be blamed, while they continue to be of the 
Perſuaſion of Quakers, for acting according to 
their own Lights, and Conſciences. For it is as 
much their Duty to make Ule of their own 
Judgments, as it is for you to make Uſe ot 
yours. 


 Acaiv, to come ſtill cloſer to what may be 
your own. Caſe, - ſuppoſe your own Curate to be 
perverted to the Corruptions of the Church ot 
Rome; will you grant him the Uſe of your 
Pulpit as freely as before? Anſwer this Quet- 


tion 


& © — #© — 


Calumny invented by t! 
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tion on the Principles of a found and zealous 
Chriſtian, and a conſiſtent Proteſtant. Your 
Anlwer 1 undoubtedly be, N O. -But 
permit me to alk , why not ? For your perverted 
Curate wil! 24 ly comply with every Condi- 
tion, that you mall, or can, conſiſtently with 
your own Principles, be able to require of him. 
He will, for Example, Jolemnly, and, for any 


Thing you can know to the contrary, . molt 


fincercly declare,“ 1 hat he will teach nothing 
&« as cfiential to Salvation, but what ſhall ap- 
<« pear to him to be either expreſsly aſſerted, 

or to be plainly, fully, and ſtrongly implied 
“ in the Goſpel of Chriſt.” And when you, 
Mall charge lim with reedling the Authority of 
Scripture, and with ſetting up oral Tradition, 
and the Authority of the Church either in Op- 
polition, or in Preference to it, he will tell you 
that this is a grols Falinood, and a bare-faced 
he Proteſtants to blacken 

the Catholicks. And he will refer you to the 
* Remonſtyance of the whole Body of the 


Cleroy 
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0 L a Plainte d de -Þ Afﬀemblce YC rale du Clerge de 
France contre les Calumttics, Les c, et Farſctcs, que 
les pretendus Reſormces ont panducts, et repandent 


„ tous les jours dans leur Li, rs. et dans leur Preſches 
« contre la Doctrine de Ee 2” And among many 
other Heads of (iuppoted) 1 lalle 5 tions, they particu- 
larly mention the following, “„ Que nous (le Clergc) 


6 ie ! 
*« preſcrons les Traditions a 14 Sainte Eeriture; que nous 


40 le Ur 


„ 
Clergy of France, made in the Year 1683, 
Proof of this Aſſertion. 


Ox if you were to change your Attack, an. 
ſay, that the Reaſon why you cannot admit Hi. 
to preach any longer in your Pulpit is, becau!: 
he ſets up another Legiſlator in the Chriſti! 
Church, viz. the Pope, beſides the only tru: 
one, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous :---He will den 
this Charge alſo, and defy you to prove it. I: 
will ſay in regard to the Pope, that he abſolutely 
denies his temporal Power; (and ſo doth th. 
whole Gallican Church in their four famou: 
Propoſitions of 1684.) And that, in relpec| 


to his Spiritual Offices, he admits him to be 


Legiſlator and Judge, in no other Senſe, than 
as Chriſt's Vicar and Deputy, acting by expre!, 
Commiſiion received from him, and recorded in 
the Goſpel in thoſe emphatical Words, FE 
MY SHEEP :--- That therefore, in reverencing th 


Deputy, whilft acting agreeably to the Powers . 


his Commiſſion, he is ſo far from rejecting the 
Authority of the Principal, that he thereby the 
more ſolemnly recognizes it. Now tho' you might 


——— 
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« leur donnons plus d' Authorite, et qu'elle n'a d' Author?! 
« que par elle.“ I find, that this Remonſtrance of t. 
Gallican Church was tranſlated i into Engliſh from a Las 

Copy, and publiſhed here in Exgland a few Months att: 

it had made its Appearance in France, 
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eaſily have confuted this Interpretation of Scrip- 
ture, had you proceeded on another Plan, yet 
you are precluded from doing it upon your 
own. For, right or wrong, if you cannot con- 
vince him of his Error, what elle can you do ? 
Will you deprive him of his Office on that Ac- 
count? If you act in that Manner, you contra- 
dict your own Principles, and deny him the 
Right of private Judgment.---But if you will 
continue him in it, you are certainly a bad Shep- 


herd in knowingly and wilfully permitting the 
Wolf to devour the Flock of Chriſt. 


LAST, Were you to have recoutſe to another 
Argument for refuſing him: That is, were you to 
alledge, that the Reaſon why you cannot tolerate 
Popery 1s, becauſe Popery 1s an intolerant Re- 
ligion, and will not tolerate you :--- And that 
what you do 1n thus reſpect, is merely through a 
Principle of Selt-preſervation :---Hle will then 
reply, that you ought at leaſt to permit him to 
preach ſuch Doctrines in your Pulpit, as have no 
Tendency to, and no Connection with, a Spirit 
ot Perſecution :---And then he will urge that 
Tronſubſtantiation itſelf is of this Kind ;---a Doc- 
trine which might ſtand by itſelf, unconnected 
with, and independent of, any other Part of 
Popery ;---a Doctrine, which he doth not believe 
in Virtue of the Pope's Command, or the De- 
erces of the Church, but in Conſequence of the 
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ole Authority of Scripture, Cris 18 My Bovy. 

And a Doctrine, in ſhort, which is embraced 
at this Day by thoſe very Churckes, which 
diſclaim the Juriſdiction of the Pope; the 
Churches of Greece and Rua. Nay more, he 
may turiher add, that the Doctrine of Conſub- 
ftantialion is the Doctrine of a Proteſtant Church, 
rhe very hr{t in Point of Time, and the largeſt 
in reſpect to Extent of Country, viz. the Lu- 
theran, which comprehenas many Provinces in 
Germaziy, and all Deumart, and Sweden. And 
he might clote the whole with obſerving, That 
the Difference between Conſubſtantiation and 
Iranſubſtantiation is ſo very perceptible, either 
as to Ser/e, or Reaſon, that he who maintains the 
one, might well be indulged to ſubſtitute the 
other. Now, Sir, how will you proceed turther, 
or what other Methods you w. il rake to ſilence 
this perverle Diſputant, 1s your Concern to re- 
ect upon. But evident it 15, that you have fur: 
him © unan{we! rable Arguments a 


0 ] 
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P; rinciples, not on mine. 


THEREFORE, in fact, turn to which Side vou 


pleaſe, either to that which you think to be 
the moſt favourable to your all-comprehenſ1v: 
Scheme of private Judgment ;---Or, to tha! 
winch is the moſt untavourable,---numberic!: 
and unlurmountable Difficulties muſt for eve” 
attend your Plan. Br 
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BuT what is ſtill worſe, were you to diſſolve 
all the Bands of religious Societies this Mo— 
ment,---the ſame Unions, and Coalitions, the 
lame Combinations, and Aſlociations, or near- 
ly the ſame, would loon be formed again. Arians 


would unite with Arians in Preference to others; 
and Trintarians with Trimtarians : Calvinifls 
would exclude Arminiaus from their Pulpits, as 
far as they could (and indeed much farther than 
they are able to do at preſent) and the Arminians 
would return the Compliment to the Ca/w1ni/!s - 
So that the Theological War would preſently 
be kindled afreſh, and blaze forth with more 
Fury than ever. 


INDEED you may fondly imagine, that were all 
Enclotures to be thrown down, and every 
Boundary removed: and more eſpecially were 
lome kind. Set of modern Patriots to deſtroy 
the prelent Church-Kitabliſhments, and to 
ſcize its Revenues to their own Uſe z—then all 


Controverſics would create of courſe, becauſe 


the Teinptations o Wrangling and Ditpute 
would be taken away. But be altured, that 
the quite contrary Event would follow: For 
in ſuch a Situation (as the World never was, 
and never will be without a Religion, and Rc- 
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hard to get uppermoſt; becauſe not only Am- 
bition, and Vain- Glory, but allo Self-Intereſt, 
and Self- Preſervation would teach them this 
Leſſon. Their very Subſiſtance, as well as 
the Deſire of Importance, would excite them to 
encreaſe the Numbers, and enflame the Zeal 
of their own Party, and to depreſs the Adverſa- 
ry. And when all the Sects are thus ſtrug- 
gling together for Glory, for Conqueſt, and 
even for Life itſelf; one muſt at laſt prevail. 
And which, do you think 1s that, which is the 
likelieſt to prove victorious ?---Not that Sect, 
or Set of Preachers, who would recommend a 
Wiſdom deſcending from above, pure and 
peaceable, gentle, and ealy to be entreated, 
full of Mercy and of good Works, without Par- 
tiality, and without Hypocriſy : Surely not the 
Teachers of Doctrines of ſuch a Tendency as 
theſe ;-- and in an Age, and Country, ſo licen- 
tious, and profligate as ours, eſpecially as they 
are deſtitute of the Power of working Miracles 
to prove a divine Commiſſion :---But Men of a 
very different Stamp,---a Set of bold and daring, 
Declaimers,---a Set of Eccleſiaſtical Fire-brands, 
---who being half Enthuſiaſts, and half Knaves 
themſelves, could the more eafily impoſe on 


the Credulity, and work up the Kaavery of 


others;---and who being poſſeſſed of the Gifts of 
popular Oratory,---and by chiming in with the 
Paſſions, the Prejudices, andeven the Vices of the 

| giddy 
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giddy Multitude, could enflame them into Fu- 
ry, and inſpire them with an Enchuſiaſm, bor- 


dering upon Madneſs. Theſe, theſe are the 


Men, who would neceſſarily prevail, in ſuch a 
Situation. And having once got the Aſcen— 
dency, it cannot be imagined, that they would 
be in Haſte to relinquiſh this Poſt of Prehemi- 
nence. Indeed their Sclf-preſervation, had 
they no other Motive, would oblige them both 
to continue, and to ſtrengthen themſelves in 
it. For they never could be fate, till they 
had cruſhed their Enemies, and laid them fo 


low, as to render them incapable of future 


Oppoſition. ----And therefore the Intluence from 
the whole is this, that Anarchy in the Church 
is of the ſame Nature, and has the fame Ten- 
dency, as Anarchy in the State. They both 


neceſſarily tend to deſpotic Power: And there 
they terminate. 


WHEREaAs nothing allays Heats and Diviſions, 
or ſtops the Career of Envy, Jealouly, and 
Rancour, ſo much as giving one Church a na— 
tional Preference without perſecuting the reſt. 
And then, if this leading and national Church 
ſhould have any very groſs and fundamental Errors 
belonging to it, it would in Time reform itlelg 
This, I think, would unavoidably happen; be- 


cauſe where Errors are fo very palpable and ab- 


ſurd, and where the national Church would be 


conti- 
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continually put in Mind of them, by the Cy. 
braidiiigs and Triumpſis of the other Sects, who 
would not fail to make is Uſe of their Liberty, 
--- What elſe could enſue, but cither its own De- 
ſtruction, or Reformation? In ſhort, it mull 
either reform, or be deſerted: And a deſerte! 
national Church would ſoon become a Non. 
Entity. For in luch a Situation, its late nume. 
rous Friends, more eſpecially among the Laity, 
having become its bittereſt Enemies, (and Pro- 
ſclytes are always the molt bitter) it could hav: 
no freſh Support, no Aſſiſtance, no Protection, 
no Credit, no new Alliances, no Converts! A; 
to all this, that its own rich Revenues would 
be a tempting Morſel to haſten its Downfall ;--- 
as was actually the Caſe here in England, Scct- 
land, Germany, &c. &c. at the Time of the Re. 
formation: So that it would become an eat) 
Prey to the Invaders; and fall unpitied. 


Now to ſtrengthen this Argument, let us bu: 
ſuppoſe the Governments of Spain and 7taly to 
tolerate the Proteſtant (or, if you rather plea. 
to ſay, to eftabli/i the Proteſtant) Religion to © 
great a Degree, as the Diſſenters are toleratec, 
or * eſtabliſhed here in England : And that ther: 
was likewiſe a realonable Degree of Libert) 
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granted to the Preſs; - What Conſequences 
would follow from this two- fold Indulgence? — 


And how would theſe corrupt national Churches 


be affected by ſuch a Plan ?---Surely we need 
not heſitate long for an Anſwer to this Queſtion ? 
For moſt undoubtedly either the national 
Churches of theſe States would agree upon a 
Reformation among themſelves; or ſuch Num- 
bers would daily deſert from them, ſuch tor- 
midable Enemies would arile on every Side, 
and ſuch Flaws and Cracks would be daily diſ- 
covered in the old rotten Fabric, that when its 
Props, and Pillars, and Buttreſſes were taken 
away, it would tall to Pieces of itſelf. So that 
either Way, the Scene mult neceſſarily be 


changed: And the greater Light would una- 


yoidably chaſe away the groſſer Darknels. 
Nay, this is viſibly the Cale in ſome Degree in 
France at this Iime. For as the Proteſtants in 
that Kingdom are a good deal conntved at, tho 
pot legally tolerated; and as the Affair of the 
Preſs is not under the Reſtraints of an Inquili- 
tion ;---the Conſequence is, that the Gallican 
Church rejects many Points, which are ri— 
goroully obſerved in Spain and Italy. And a 


Perſon, who might paſs for a found Catholic in 


France, (as hath been often remarked) would be 
accounted no better than an Hcretic in either of 
thoſe Countries. 


Bur 
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Bur when I ſpeak of this Self- re formation 


taking Place in a national Church, where Li. 


berty of Conſcience is granted to other Perſua- 
ſions, and where likewiſe the Preſs is not unde: 
the Reſtraints of an Inquiſition, or of an mpr:- 
matur, I mean only, as I ſaid before, a Refor- 
mation from groſs, palpable, and fundamen- 
tal Errors. For as to ſmaller Matters, ſuch a: 
common Inaccuracies, little Defects, triflins 
Redundancies, or petty Incongruities ;---l 
cannot lee, that the national Church muſt be 
perpetually engaged in the Work of reforminy. 
and refining, till every Perſon 1s agreed, that 
ſhe can reiorm and refine no longer. And 
ſure I am, that were we to apply the ſame Trair 
of Reaſoning to any other Inſtitution, Civil, Mi. 
litary, Political, Literary, or Commercial, 
to any other Affair whatever, carried on by Mos 
and not by Angels, there is not a Perſon living, 
who would icruple to concur in this Opinion 
In ſhort, non eg paucis offendar maculis is 
good Rule in all Cates: And after all the Pre 
tentions to Perfection, which viſionary Thc 


oriſts are apt to make, this is the only Ru! 


that can be reduced to Practice. 


I might now {ately truſt this Part of my A! 
gument with every intelligent, and can. 
Reader,---dia there not yet appear a Neceſſi 
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of ſaying a Word, or two concerning the Terms 


of Chriſtian Communion. For here alas! as in 
other Caſes, it is a Misfortune, that the 
Words are ſo ambiguous in themſelves, as to be 


very liable to be miſunderſtood,- being capa- 


ble of a very extenſive, or a very contined 
Signification, according to the Nature of the 
Caſe, to which they are applied. 


Ir, for Example, by the Terms of Chriſtian 
Communion is to be underſtood the Condition 
or Stipulation, agreeably to which one Society 
of Chriſtians ouzht to acknowledge another to 
be Chriſtians likewile ;---then it is certain, that 


no Society whatever ought to unchriſtian ano- 


ther, or declare it to be without the Pale of the 


Church, provided it retains the common Faith 


of Chriſt ;---tho* it ſhould differ from other 
Churches in a thouſand leſſer Matters. And 
it is upon this Catholic Principle, that the 
Church of England not only embraces as Fellow- 


Chriſtians, her difſenting Brethren at Home, 


and in the Colonies, the Church of Scotland, 
and allo the Proteſtant Churches Abroad, but 
allo allows the Churches of Greece, Ruſſia, and 


Armenia, and even the Church of Rome to be 


Parts and Members of the Univerſal, or Catho- 
lic Church of Chriſt. Indeed ſhe looks upon the 


latter to be very corrupt: But nevertheleſs there 


is a wide Difference between a corrupt-Churchy 
G | and 


1 
and No-Church. And the greateſt Zealots 
among the Proteftants that ever were, never 
yet propoſed, as far as I can recolle&, the bap- 
tizing of Converts made from the Church of 
Reme : Which yet they muſt have propoſed, 
had they deemed the Papiſts to be no Chriſtians. 


Bur Secondly, if by Terms of Communion are 
to be underſtood the Terms or Rules of certain 
local Aſſociations made for the better Celebra- 
tion of Divine Worthip, the Place, the Time, 
or Hour, and other Circumſtances attending it, 
-- the different Liturgies, or Forms of Prayer, 
---the various Rites, and Ceremonies required, 
and en;oined at varbus Times, and in different 
Countries, —-the peculiar Modes of Church- 
Diſcipline, and alſo the Terms required, or 
the Teſts enjoined for guarding againſt falſe 
Doctrines, ſuppoſed to be in Danger of ſpread- 
ing in particular Places, and at particular Junc- 
tures :---I ſay, if theſe be the Things ſignified 
and intended by the Phraſe, Terms of Commu- 
nion ;---then it is manifeſt, that not only inde- 
pendent States and Kingdoms, but allo almoſt 
every ſeparate Congregation may have ſome 
certain Terms of Communion peculiar to itſelf. 
And in that Caſe, as the Apoſtolical Rule 1: 
only general, viz. Let every Thing be dont 
decently, and in Order: Every independent 
Society, great or ſmall, muſt make a particula: 

___ Applic 
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Application of it to it's own Caſe, and Cir- 
cumſtances. 


Bur what are Individuals to do in the mean 
Time? Are they to conform to the Terms of 
Communion agreed upon, or acquieſced in by the 
Majority, ſuppoſing they can comply with a 


ſafe Conſcience? Or muſt the Majority conform 


to them? This, one would think, could nor 
be made a ſerious Queſtion of. And yet it is 
the very Point which hath agitated the Chriſtian 
World in every Age and Country: Nay, it is 
the ſole Foundation of the preſent Controverly. 
For the Majority have ſettled, or at leaſt have 
acquieſced in the Settling of one Thing : And 
the Minority petition for another. The preſent 
Majority are many Millions of Souls ; the 
Minority are ſo ſmall a Number, that they 
themſelves are aſhamed to tell how many. And 
yet this very {mall Number are labouring hard 
to have the Terms of the National Aſſociation 
altered in their Favour: And if the great Ma- 
jority will not conſent, no Epithets are too bad 


For ſuch wicked Men! Now this is an odd 


Kind of Struggle. And a Stranger to the com- 
plaining Genius of the Eugliſi could imagine no 


Jeſs, from the doleful Complaints every Day 
uttered, but that theſe few unhappy Perſons 


had either ſuffered all the Cruelties of a bloody 
Inquiſition, or were now in the utmoſt Danger 
G 2 of 


1 
of loſing their Lives, at leaſt their Liberties, 
and Properties by this perſecuting Majority. 
Great then would be his ſurprize, when he ſhould 
be informed how the Caſe actually ſtood. 


* GENTLEMEN: Doth this Majority, of which 
you ſo heavily complain, inflict any corporal 
* Puniſhment, or levy any Fines or Penalties on 
you for not complying with their Terms of 
* Aſſociation? No. Doth it refuſe to acknow- 
« ledge you to be their Chriſtian Brethren at 
large, ſuppoſing you ſhould ſeparate from 
them, and erect ſome new Aſſociation of your 
*« own? No, it doth not. Doth it then deny 
you the Right and Privilege of Separation, 
by compelling you to continue Members 0: 
< their Society, contrary to your own Judg- 
ments? No, we have not that Objection 10 
« make: On the contrary, the Majority would noi 
be diſpleaſed, were we to ſeparate entirely fron 
« them: Which for certain Reaſons of our 0! 
« we do not chuſe to do. What then do you 
complain of? The Ground of our Complaint :. 
<« this, That the great Majority have a large nc. 


tional Fund for the Payment of the Salaries d 


* the Church Officers, and for other Uſes, whic: 
« we Wiſh to enjoy, without complying with tht 
* Terms they require. Well, Gentlemen, I hav: 
but one Queſtion more to aſk, and I hav: 
done, viz. Is this national Fund, which yo! 


men 


r,, 
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'« mention, their Property? Or is it yours? 


6e cannot but own, That the national Fund 
« muſt be the Property of the national Majority: 
« Nevertheleſs we wiſh to be releaſed from the 
« Terms they require, and yet ts be as much Sharers 
« in, and Partakers of the Emoluments, as if we 
« had complied: And therefore we petition. — 
« Now, Gentlemen, I clearly underſtand, what 
« you mean by complaining, that you are denied 
e the Rights of private Judgment: And I 
« ſhall ſay no more.” 


Now ſtrange as this Converſation may ap- 
pear, it is literally the Caſe; with this further 
Aggravation, That were the Complainers to 
erect a new Aſſociation, and were they to en- 
dow it ever ſo liberally,---the Majority (that is 
the Church of England) would not interfere 
with them in any Part of its Government, or 


in the Diſpoſal of any of its Revenucs. And 


therefore, after all the loud Clamours, which 
have been raiſed againſt impoſing thoſe Terms of 


Communion, which Chriſt and his Apoſtles did 


not impoſe; - the Matter at laſt proves to be no 
more than this, v/z. That the preſent national 
Church of England, as an independent Society, 
thinks herſelf inveſted with a Right of judging 
for herſelf, as to the Terms and Conditions, on 
which ſhe ſhall form, or continue her own A ſſo— 
giation; allowing at the ſame Time, that all 
other Communities, whether at Home or 

| Abroad, 
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Abroad, have the ſame Right: Nay, granting 
alſo, that even private Chriſtians, if they find 
themſelves obliged to renounce their former re- 
ligious Connections, thro* a Principle of Con- 
ſcience, may, and ought to act upon the ſame 
Plan of Chriſtian Liberty. Now ſurely this is 
not the Language of Tyranny and Perſecution--- 
or if it be; if this, Sir, is to be called Popery, 
and Church-Bondage, tell me plainly and inge- 
nuouſly, What is Proteſtantiſm! What is 
Freedom! 


HowztveR, I will allow, that you have your 
principal Attack yet to make; and that, like 
a ſkilful General, you reſerve your choiceſt 
Troops *till the laſt, in order to make one grand 
Effort, after every other hath miſcarried. You 
therefore aſk me, with an aſſumed Air of certain 
Victory, Are there no conſiderable Faults in 
the preſent Conſtitution of the Church of 
« England? Is it fo perfect already in all its 
Parts as to admit of no Improvement? And 
« will you, indeed dare you maintain, That 
* nothing can be altered for the better? No 
« Part be retrenched, reformed, or amended.” 


To all which I muſt beg Leave to anſwer by 
a like Demand, viz. Is every goodly and mag 
nificent Fabric to be pulled down, and laid leve 
with the Ground, merely beceule it may happc: 
10 
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to have one, two, or three Rooms not ſo well 
proportioned, or ſo juſtly contrived as they 
might have been? And are we to ſet about de- 
moliſhing the preſent venerable Structure, even 
before we know, what Kind of Building, or whe- 
ther any Building is to be erected in its Place? 
The Scheme of your Petition to Parliament, 
gs far as you have hitherto been pleaſed to un- 
fold it, mentions no Plan, or Model whatever. 
A d your general Principles, if you intend to 
dl ere to them, cannot admit of a permanent 
Eitablihment of any Sort; becauſe the build- 
ing of any Thing up, inſtead of that which is 
to be pulled down, 1s, according to your Doc- 
wine, the diveſting Chriſtians of that Liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt has made them free. This is 
really ſurprizing! Indeed it is alarming! For 
the Members of the national Church will hardly 
be perſuaded (and they too have private Judg- 
ments as well as you) therefore they will hardly 
be perſuaded, but that they have a Right to 
know what Kid of Edifice you propoſe to rear 
up for them, if any ac all, before you can, with 
Decency, aſk their Conſent to pull down the 
preſent. Produce therefore your own an, or 
Model; give us a Specimen of a new Creed, a 
gew Confeſſion, a new Liturgy, and of new 
Canons or Rules of Diſcipline, if you have any 
© produce; and after that, as you have freely 
and ſeverely exerciſed your private Judgment 

upon 
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upon ours, we ought to be allowed equal Li. 
berty to ſcrutinize the Contents of yours. And 
then indeed, if, after a ceol and deliberate Exa- 
mination, it ſhall appear, that your Plan 1s well 
calculated to remove the preſet Blemiſhes and 
Miſtakes, without 7ztroducing oth rs, this will 
be a very great and juſt Recommendation of it 


In the mean Time, I muſt obſerve, that as to 
the Faults, which may truly and juſtly be found 
in the preſent doEtrinal Syſtem of the Church of 
England, they are not many, nor are they of 
great Importance. At the I ime of the Refor- 
mation, neither the Romaniſts nor the Protel. 
tants underſtood the true Nature of religion; 
Merit: And therefore the Papiſt reaſoned dar- 
gerouſly, and the Proteſtant weakly about tt 
In the next Place, tho” the Proteſtants truly un. 
derſtood the general Grounds of our Juſtifics 
tion before God, yet they expreſſed themſelve 
ſo unhappily, and ſo incautiouſly, as to giv 


ſome Advantage to their Adverſaries. Hone! 


Caſſander, in his Letter to the Emperor Charles \ 
takes Notice of this Inaccuracy of Expreſſion |: 
the Proteſtants, and corrects the Miſtake :---4 
likewiſe doth, in ſome Degree, our Seco 
Homily on Salvation at the Cloſe of it *. More 


— 


* All theſe Points may probably appear at full Len: 
in a ſet Treatiſe: The Materials of which the Author hu 
had by him theſe many Years, 
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over the Deference paid to Bucer and Peter 


Martyr (who came over to England inſtead of 
Melanctlion, a Synergiſt and Anti-Predeſtinarian, 
the Perſon ſent for, but who could not come.) 
I fay, the Deference paid to theſe learned Fo- 


reigners has occaſioned ſome Kind of Inconlitt- 


ency between the 17th Article, and the whole 
Body of the common Prayer, together with the 
firſt Book of Hlomilies then extant. "This 17th Ar- 
ticle was probably formed at the Requeſt of 
theſe two Profeſſors, who were certainly Pre- 
deſtinarians ; and whoſe Doctrines were there- 
fore ſtigmatized by the Romaniſts with mak- 
ing God the Author of Sin, and that omnia fats 
eri. But Cranmer, Ridley, 1.2t::: and 
Hooper were not Predeſtinarians, as tar as any 
Evidence poſitive, or negative, can be traced 
concerning them: Nor were the Predeſtinarlan 
Conſequences objected by the Papiſts to their 
Opinions at their reſpective Condemnations. 
Therefore it is moſt probable, that they were 
the Perſons, eſpecially Cranmer and Ridley, who 
not only inſerted the 16th Article in Co nlormity 
tothe Homily on falling from Cod, and in Oppoſt- 
flon tothe 17th. but alſo prevented the wording 
of this 17th Article ſo ſtrongly, as it caſily mi: ht 
have been;---nay, whoproceeded ſo far as to anne 

a Clauſe to the Body of the Article, to iny l. 
gate, as it were, the preceding art: So that, 
Wcording to its preſent Form, and taking bath 


H Parts 


tho 
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Parts together, this 17th Article really concludes 
neither the one nor the other: excepting, tha: 
it ſtrongly ſuppoſes the Preſcience and Provi- 
dence of God, which both Calviniſts and Armi- 
nians concur in maintaining. There is hikewt| 
a Miſtake in the Title of one of the Articles 
And a like Miſtake of the Name of an Homily 
mentioned in another: And there are ſome 
other Marks of Hurry and Precipitation. As to 
the Athanaſian Creed, it 15 really ſuperfluous in 
in our preſent Service; becaule the very fam: 
Doctrine is as ſtrongly, tho? not as ſcholaſtical!; 
maintained in the Nicene Creed, the Litany, anc 
in many other Parts of our public Office: 
And as the damnatory Clautes are ſeldom right 
ly underſtood, and tlicictore too liable to giv! 
Offence, it were to be wiſhed that the who! 
was omitted. Indeed there is another weight) 
| Reaſon for leaving this Creed out of our prelcn: 
Forms of public Worſhip, which, as it is per 
fectly ſound and orthodox, ought to be diſtinci 
mentioned. The Reaſon I mean 1s this: On: 
principal Part of the Controverſy, which gas 
Birth to the Athanaſian Creed, is now general! 
and very happily forgot, viz. the Errors of 5; 
v2//fus:-- there being tew at this Day that cv: 
heard oi his Name, and fewer ſtill, who have 
clear Conception of his ſingular Notions ! 
OG n And yet the.Creed itſelf can ne. 
Lo ici, u derſtood, till theſe Tenets, 
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being previouſly known, are contraſted with 
their oppoſite Extremes. For all thoſe ſtriking 
Antitheſes, which to ignorant, or to prejudiced 


Minds appear like lo many /*aradoxcs or Contra- 


dictions, will be found to be nothing more, 


when truly underitood, than fo many Cautions 
or Preſervatives againſt falling into the Errors 
of Sabellius on one Side, or into thoſe of Anus 
on the other. Now as the Nicene Creed was 
particularly intended as an Antidote againſt 
Arianiſm,---and as Sabellianiſi is utterly un- 
known to our common Congregations, Reaſon 
good it ſeems to be, that a Creed which was in- 
tended to guard againit both Extremes at the 
ſame Time, and by the fame Context, ought to 
be laid aſide, when there is only one of theſe 
Errors now remaining :---cſpecially as that one 
is already as well guarded againſt as human 
Prudence can devite. For undoubted Fact it 
is, that t Arian, whole Conſcience can diveſt 
the Nicenc Creed, will make no Scruples at 
ſwallowing the Athanaſian. Laſtly, we will allo 
allow, that th great Principles both of natural 
and revealed Religion, might have been ex- 
preſſed in a more methodical Manner, and with 
greater Preciſion, than they are expreſſed in 
our prelent T hirty-nine Articles: Alſo, that a 
new Set of firſt Leſions might have been more 
qudiciouſly choſen out of the Old Teſtament 
than the preſent are :---That ſome ufeful Abbre- 

ti 2 viations 


1 
viations might be made in our Liturgy; and 
ſome Expreſſions altered and amended. All 
theſe Things every candid, and impartial Man 
will readily allow; and he would be glad to 
lend an helping Hand, as far as his Abilities 
and Influence extended, towards removing theſe 
few real Blemiſhes, Spots, and Imperfections, 
when a proper Opportunity ſhall offer. 


Bor nevertheleſs, be it duly, and ſolemnly 
obſerved, that IuROVIN G, and DESTROYING, 
are very different Things : And that the Man 
or the Set of Men, who would gladly engage in 
the one, would not wiſh to appear to give the 
leaſt Countenance to the other. Therefore ſuch 
Men will chearfully ſubmit to the preſent In- 
conveniences, were they greater than they are 
rather than be the Co-adjutors, and Fellow-La- 
bourers, in ſuch a deſtructive Deſign as yours 


ſeems to be. 


As to the Cale of thoſe young Gentlemen, 
who are to be matriculated in our two Univer- 
ſities of Oxford, and Cambridge, and allo of all 
Perſons commencing Graduates, either in Arts, 
Law, Phyſic, or Muſic ;---there doth not ap- 
pear any ſtrict Propriety, in the Reaſon of 
Things, for requiring their Subſcriptions. And 
theretore, were they to be permitted to be on 
the ſame Footing with the reſt of our Lay-Con- 
gregations, or with the Members of Univer- 

ſities 
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ſities in other Countries, I do not ſee, I muſt in- 


genuouſly confeſs, any Danger that would attend 


their Non-Subſcribing. Conſequently, as ſome 
of them wiſh to be delivered from an Injunction 
which they ſay is grievous to them, and which 
I allow is not neceſſary ;---Let them in the 
Name of Charity, and Good-Will,---and more 
eſpecially let the Miniſters of diſſenting Con- 
gregations, if they will chooſe to apply, be hear- 
tily wiſhed a good Deliverance from the Bur- 
den of our Subſcriptions, 


Bur to return: You tell us in your circular 
printed Paper, * That the Liberty of judg- 
« ing for yourſelf with Reſpect to the Senſe of 
« Scripture, is one of thoſe Poſſeſſions, which 
e you have a right to enjoy, as a Member of a 
« Proteſtant State ;---a Poſſeſſion which the firſt 
« 1nd moſt venerable of our Reformers claim- 
« ed as the unalienable Property of Chriſtians, 
in Oppoſition to the Tyranny, and Bigotry 


« of Rome a Privilege, which cannot with 


Juſtice be circumſcribed by any Juriſdiction 


upon Earth, by whatever Name ſuch Juriſ- 
« diction is diſtinguiſhed, or defined.“ 


Now Sir, I muſt obſerve, that there is 
a Senſe in which every Part of this Paragraph is 


very juſt and true, as hath been already ſet forth 
in this Treatiſe, ſee Pages 26 and 27 ; and there 
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is alſo a Senſe in which ſome Parts of it are very 
falſe. Therefore the Queſtion is, In which of 
'theſe Senſes did you intend the whole Paragraph 
to be underſtood ? And I cannot do the Cauſe 
of Truth a greater Service, than by bringing 
the Matter to the following Teſt, viz. The 
Apoſtle St. Peter ſtrictly enjoins all Chriſtians, 
and @ forticri all thoſe, who either are, or are 
to be dedicated and ſet apart for the Inſtruction 
of other Chriſtians, to be ready to give an An. 
ſwer to every Man, that aſketh a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in them. Now the Biſhop at an 
epiſcopal Ordination, or the Preſbyters at a 
Preſbyteral, or the Elders at a Congregation! 
Dedication (for I do not confine the Argument 
to the Church of England, but would make i: 
the common Cauſc of all Chriſtian Societies 
and therefore I ſay in general, the Elders in th 
Church at the Lime of your Dedication to th: 
Miniſtry) put certain Queſtions to you in H 
ing ſuppoic 39, or 19, or 9, it matters no! 
concerning your Faith in Chrift, and the Rc 
{ons or Grounds of your Hope: What vr 
Aniwers will you return to theſe ritten Que 
tions? Will you ſay, That as you have the L 
berty of judging for yourſelf, they have 
Right to put any Queſtions to you? Thi: 
think is too much even tor the boldeſt Cont: 
ſionaliſt to advance. Will you then enter a H. 


teſt before you ſhall give in your Antwers, © 
; Tü 
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That tho' your Elders ſhould not approve of 
thele een, tho' they ſhould think 
your Opinions to be very ##/criptural, and your-. 
ſelf to be 4nfit to be admitted into the Paſtoral 
Office; yet they ought to admit you to be an 
Overſeer, and a Shepherd of the Flock of Chriſt; 
or if once admitted, they ought never to turn 
vou out on Account of any I Ieterodox Opi— 
nions,-- becauſe the Liberty of judging for 
yourſelt with Reſpect to the Senſe of Scrip- 
tures, and conſcquently of changing your LY [= 
nions as often as you pleaſe, is a P rivile ge, which 
cannot with Juſtice be circumicribed by any 
Juriſdiction upon Harth? This indeed is the 
Tenor of your general Arguments; and it is, 
what you ſeem to be very much inclined to main- 
tain, as an invariable Maxim: And yet I can- 
not perſuade mylelt, that any of. you will be ſo 
much oft your Guard, as to make an open De- 
claration of it in exprels Terms. 


Is one Word, if you will allow, that either 
Paitors, or People, or both together, have a 
right to enquire into your Senſe of Scripture, 
as a public Teacher, and either not to admit 
you at firft to the paſtoral Oitice ;---or to re— 
move you from it, in Cafe they ſhall judge 
you to be unworthy, on Account of your bronach- 
ing ſuch Opinions, as they. think to be un- 
ſcriptural, and dangerous ; the Diſpute is % 

far 


E 
Far at an End, and we are both agreed. But 
if you will inſiſt, that they cannot be juſtified in 
removing you, n ſuch a Caſe, from being a 
public Teacher, and Inſtructor in their Congre. 
gations and Places of Worſhip,---tho' they allow 
you the full Liberty of ſetting up any religious 
Aſſembly of your own elſewhere : You will 
then exercile your private Judgment on the 
Ruin and Deſtruction of the Rights of private 
Judgment of other Men: And you will com- 
mence in Fact, whether you intended it, or 
not, one of the moſt unreaſonable Tyrants 
that ever exiſted in the Church. 


Bur hoping better Things from the Good- 


neſs of your Heart to correct the evil Tendency 
of your Principles; and believing alſo, that 
in acting as a profeſſed Advocate for the Liberty 
of your own private Judgment, you have no 
ſettled Deſign, or profeſſed Intentions of in. 
vading the Rights of others, 


remain, 


REVEREND SIR, 


With due Eſteem, &c. 


E 
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E Thing, which I am told you and 
your Friends greatly, and particularly 
inſiſt on, hath entirely eſcaped my 

Notice. Indeed I cannot ſay, that I 
did not read the Paragraph in your circular Pa- 
per: But in reading it I thought the Propo- 
fal ſo very weak, and inconſiſtent with itſelf, 
that I could not perſwade myſelf, you laid any 
Streſs upon it. However, as I am now inform- 
ed that I was much miſtaken, and that you 
make it the Sheet-Anchor of your Cauſe, I 
beg Pardon for the Omiſſion, and ſhall there- 
fore endeavour to beſtow that Attention on 
It, which you imagine it ſo well deſerves. 


Tur Paſſage is this, . With Reſpect to Sub- 
e {cription to the Liturgy, we cannot but la- 
ment, that the Legiſlature ſhould think proper 
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* to continue the Requiſition of a ſubſcribed 
Approbation of a Form of Worſhip, the Uſe 
of which is eſtabliſhed by PENALTIIV, 
* which mu ſufficiently enſure the OBxpienct 
of the Parties concerned. Penalties, and not 


cc Subſcriptions, ſurely conſtitute the proper 
* Sanction of a Law.“ 


Now here, Sir, we are at a Loſs to know 
the preciſe Point you are aiming at: Becauſe 


there is one Meaning, in which this Paſſage 


may be underſtood, which we cannot well aſcribe 
to you, it being ſo inconſiſtent with all your other 
Principles, and avowed Declarations :---And 
there is another Meaning, which, in Tender- 
derneſs to your Character, we are unwilling to 
impute to you. 


Ir is utterly inconſiſtent with your known 
Sentiments of Liberty to ſuppoſe, that you 


would recommend PRNALTIES to enforce O/e- 


dience in Matters of Religion. And you, he 
have the moſt dreadful Apprehenſions of 
political Chriſtianity, ſhould have been the laſt 
Perſon to have given the Preterence, as here 
you do, to Sanctions merely political. Be. 
ſides, ſuppoſe the State had not been Chriſtian 
(a Suppoſition which ſome of your Friends, anc 


Admirers would gladly make; and you For 
: El 
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ſelf ſeem to wiſh, that the State remained entire- 
ly Neuter) there would then be an End of penal 


Sanctions to enforce any Kind of Chriſtian Wor- 
ſhip. But muſt we therefore, in ſuch a Caſe, 
be abſolutely deprived of any Liturgy at all? 


And would it be any Crime againſt the State, 


or any Sin againſt God, if religious and well 
diſpoſed Perſons aſſociated together and firſt 
expreſſed their Conſent to, and afterwards ſub- 
ſcribed their Approbation of ſome common 
Form of public Prayer ? Surely no: And I 


am the bolder in making this Declaration, be- 


cauſe I have your own Example to countenance 
It in another Caſe. For you, the Petitioners, 
have yourſelves aſſociated together: And you 
ſtile yourſelves in this very Paper, the Aſſoci- 
ated Members. Nay, you likewiſe declare, 
that you have entered into, and ſubſcribed a 
Bond of Aſſociation. Now, Sir, why might 
pot we do the like in our Caſe, which you do 
in yours? And why might not our Subſcripti- 
ons to the Liturgy be ſtiled our Bond of Aſſo- 


Elation ?---It is really hard, that we ſhould be 


gebarred a Privilege, which you fo freely ex- 
erciſe; and which you would think the great- 
eſt Injuſtice to be deprived of. Nor indeed 
þ there any other Tye, merely religious, but this 


of a voluntary Aſſociation, or a voluntary 
Subſcription to be propoled ;---all penal Sanc- 


tions 
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tions being in themſelves foreign to Religion, 
as ſack, and never to be uſed but on ſome Civil 


Ac dun. 


Bur ined I need not labour this Point with 
Yor : For you certainly are as little an Advo- 
cate for penal Laws to compel Perſons to make 
Uſe of a Liturgy againit their Wills, as you 
arg for Subſcriptions ro expreſs their Approba- 
tion of it againſt their Judgments. And there. 
fore there muſt be ſome latent Reaſon for acting 
a Part fo inconſiſtent” with yourſelf, and with 
your known CharaGter - -which Reaſon I ſhall 
endeavour to inveſtigate by and by. In che 
mean Time as you are pleaſed to remark, tha: 
Penalties and not Subſcriptions conſtitute th: 
proper Sanctions of a Law, I will join Ifiu: 
with you on that Footing : and in Conlequenc: 
thereof, will attempt to ſhew (what you have 
choſen to oniit) the juſtifiable Reaſons for intro 
ducing penal Laws into this national Afociatio 
of Religion. 


Be it -therefore remembered, that whe: 
the Rev 3! the Popi/a Church eſcheate 
to the State, by the Abolition of Popery ;-- 
a Part of them were again regranted, or mig!" 
be conſidered as regranted for the Eſtabliſ 
ment of a Proteſtant Church, and the Maint: 

nan" 


- © *s 
2 


1 5 
* 


1 


3 
nance of it's Miniſters. Therefore thoſe who 
now enliſt themſelves the Miniſters of this Pro- 
teſtant Church, are in Fact enliſted in the Ser- 
vice of the Public ;---and they do thereby virtu- 
ally contract with the State to perform that Duty 
which the State requires. Now the Duty here 
required is to make Uſe of a certain Liturgy, 
or Form of Common Prayer in the Celevration 
of public Worſhip: The Approbation of which 
Liturgy, or Form had been expreſſed before by 
Subſcription. Here then, Penal Sanctions 


very properly come in.---For the Legiſlature 
* doth not require you to approve ; but if you do 


approve, it requires you to /. And in ſuch a 
Caſe, the State hath certainly a juſt Right to com- 


pel you to do that Duty, and to perform thoſe 
Offices, to which you have conſented, and for 


which you are paid. Either therefore renounce 


the Pay, or perform the Service. And here 


again, it this Alternative 1s to be branded with 


the Name of Perſecution ;---May ſuch a perſe- 
cution always be entailed upon us! 


— 1 am much afraid, reverend Sir, that 
you would not ſay an hearty Amen, to this ſhort 


Prayer. And yet you yourſelf are pleaſed to ſay, 


or rather in/inuate, (for you take Care not to 
* fay ſo much in expreſs Terms) that you would 


be content to ſuffer the Penalties for not uſing 
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a Liturgy, Which you diſapprove, provided L 


the Subſcriptions of Approbation were remov- 
ed. Aſtoniſhing! you cannot really mean any 
ſuch Thing.---And were Proſecutions to be 
commenced, and Penalties to be levied upon 
you for not conforming to the Uſe of a Litur- 
gy, to the Approbation of which you had ne- 
ver ſu-{cribed, you would be the firſt Perſon 
to exclaim againſt ſuch a tyrannical Exertion 
of the civil Power. Nay, you would urge 
that very Omiſſion of Subſcribing, as a Proof 
of the ſhecking Injuſtice of paſſing any Sentence 
againſt you. What then can this Double-deal- 
ing mean? And to what End or Motive are 
we to attiivute the Appearance of ſo much 
Art and Cunning ? 


SORRY II am to ſay, that after caſting 
about tor every charitable Conſtruction, I am 
forced at laſt to acquieſce in the following 
blunt Account, given by a Man of ſome Pene- 
tration, who paraphraſes your Words, and gives 
your Meaning after the following Manner. 


*« Lew theſe filly People who call themſelves 
« Ortho:lox, or Right-thinkers, be firit gull- 
«ed cut of their Subfcriprions of Approba- 
„ tion under ſome Y:ei-nce or other: Be- 


* cauſe Nothing can be done, till this is ac- 
« compliſhed 
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J l « compliſhed,---it being reckoned baſe and ſcan- 


e dalous fora Man to renounce his own Sub- 


« ſcription, unleſs he will renounce his 2refer- 


*« ment at the ſame Time ;---which none of us 


« jintend to do. Therefore, while theſe Sub- 
« ſcriptions remain they are a Clog, and a dead 
„Weight upon us: They hurt our Charac- 


* ters,---they prevent many from declaring 
* in our Favour,---and they ſtop our own 


« Mouths to a great Degree, againſt crying 
« out, Perſecution ! For the ſhort Reply is, 
* Why then did you ſubſcribe? Or why do you 
* not renounce the Preferments, which you hold 
*® {yVirtueof your Subſcriptions ?----Atall Events 
E therefore let us get rid of Subſcriptions : But 
jet us not ſound an Alarm ar firſt, lea!t our 

Plot ſhould be diſcovered. Conſequently 
while we are petitioning to be freed from 
« Subſcriptions, let us ſeem to be content, that 
all penal Sanctions ſhould remain. Indeed we 
* may the more readily acquieſce in this Point, 


* becauſe when the one is removed, the other 


ill become a mere brutum fulmen. For it 
is idle to think of enforcing any of theſe Pe- 
*nalties in ſuch a Country as ours, and ac- 
cording to the preſent Diſpoſition of its In- 
*©habitants. Beſides, who is to inform, or 
« rather who dares to incur the odious Name 
E of an Informer? And even were an Infor- 
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« mation to be lodged, who is to carry on 


« the various Proſecutions againſt us? Or who XR 


« would charge himſelf with the Trouble, 


« and the vaſt Expence?---Not to mention, that 


« if we luſtily cried out Fire! Faggot! and 
« Perſecution ! which we ſhould have a much 
e better Pretence for doing than e had before, 
« we ſhould be. ſure of gaining all the Mob, 
<« and all the News-papers on our Side. And 
« then we need not fear even the 387% Canon, 
« and all the Cenſures of the Eccleſiaſtical 
« Courts. For as it would be in our Power to 
« ſtop Proceedings, by Means of a Prohibi. 
<« tion z -and as our Benefices are Freeholds, 
« and Matters of civil Property, an Eugliſ. 
« Jury, well warmed by patriotic News-papers, 
and by the Patriotic Harangues of the Coun- 
« cil in Favour of the glorious Cauſe of Li. 
e berty,---the Proteſtant Religion,---the Right: 
« of private Judgment, the Rights of Er. 


cc gliſhmen,-- and of Magna Charta,---will cer. 


«+ tainly determine in our Favour; fo that it 
ve can once get off theſe galling Fetters of 
% Subicriptions, the Day is our own,” 


Now, Sir, whether this Man reaſoned right: 


er wrong, your on Conſcience beſt can 


tell. But certain it is, that you ought to git 
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. ſome conſiſtent Account for this very incon- 


wr; 


f ſiſtent Part of your Conduct, or elſe admit, 


that there is too much Truth in this Repre- 
ſentation of it. Indeed we ourſelves are not 


Jo lind, but that we plainly foreſee the fatal 
Conſequences, which would attend ſuch a Plan 
as yours. One Clergyman would read one 
Part of the Service, and another would read 


another, and both perhaps would add ſome- 


thing peculiar of their own; Whereas a 
third. might read no Part at all, but launch 
out into extempore Effuſions. Some would 
mangle and curtail the Service thro* one Motive 
and ſome thro' another; and the Paſſions, and 
Prejudices of all would be greatly enflamed, 
and be let looſe to do what Miſchiefs they 
pleaſed. By theſe Means the ſerious and rati- 
onal Part of our Congregations would be ſore- 
ly hurt, and ſcandalized ;---the warm, the 


bigotted, or enthuſiaſtic would be ſplit into 


Sects and furious Factions ;---Prieſt would be 
et up againſt Prieſt,---Pariſh againſt Pariſh,--- 
of one Part of the Pariſhioners againſt another, 
whilſt the Indifferent, the Irreligious, and Pro- 


ane, would divert themſelves with making 


; Sport of all. In ſhort, the preſent Church of 
land, which without any Compliment to 


| ves, (cho in one of your Tracts you are 
; pleaſed 
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pleaſed to call it a Self. Compliment) and ac 
cording to the united Judgment of all fo eig 
Churches, is the Glory, and the Bulwark © 
the Proteſtant Religion, would then become 
its Scandal and Diſgrace. And if ever Po 
pery ſhall be able to make any Advances among 
us, it muſt be by ſuch Means as theſe. For 
People would at laſt grow ſatiated and tired wit 
our perpetual Wranglings, Diſputes, and Divi 
ſions, and they would therefore fly to the 
Church of Rome, as to an Aſylum, which pro 
miſed them never failing Repoſe, and Safety. 
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